
Key Stage One 

SATs

Standard Assessment Tasks & Tests



The End of a Key Stage 

 At the end of each Key Stage, children are expected to
reach certain levels of knowledge, skills and
understanding in each subject.

 The National Curriculum teacher assessments and tests
are designed to give you and the school information about
how well your child is doing.



Attainment Levels

 In tests, the expected Attainment Level for children at the
end of Key Stage One is 100.

 For 2016 KS1 tests, conversion tables will be published.

 Teachers will use these to translate pupils’ raw scores into
scaled scores to see whether each pupil has met the
national standard.

 Teachers will use the test and their own teacher
assessment to reach a final judgement about whether a
child is working at the expected level.



Key Messages

Teacher assessment (a picture built up over the year) is the
main method for determining a child’s level, however...

 Children will undertake tasks and tests in reading, writing
and mathematics.

 Science is also reported.

 In 2016, children will also be judged against an Interim
Assessment Framework which gives a list of statements
that outline what the children should be able to do.

 Children need to achieve all of the statements on the
Interim Framework to be working at the age-related
expectations.



Tasks & Tests

 The tasks and tests provide a snapshot of a children’s 

attainment at the end of the Key Stage.

 They contribute to the assessment process and the final 

teacher judgements.

 They inform planning into the next Key Stage.

Key Stage 1 tests cover:

 Reading 

 Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling

 Maths 



Reading

The new reading test for Year 2 pupils will involve two 
separate papers:

 Paper 1 consists of a selection of texts totalling 400 to 700 
words, with questions interspersed.

 Paper 2 comprises a reading booklet of a selection of 
passages totalling 800 to 1100 words. Children will write 
their answers in a separate booklet.

 Each paper is worth 50 per cent of the marks, and should 
take around 30 minutes.

 The texts in the reading papers will cover a range of fiction, 
non-fiction and poetry, and will get progressively more 
difficult towards the end of the test. 

 Teachers will have the option to stop the test at any point 
that they feel is appropriate for a particular child.



Reading

There will be a variety of question types:

 Multiple choice

 Ranking/ordering, e.g. ‘Number the events below to show in 

which order they happened in the story’

 Matching, e.g. ‘Match the character to the job that they do 

in the story’

 Labelling, e.g. ‘Label the text to show the title’

 Find and copy, e.g. ‘Find and copy one word that shows 

what the weather was like in the story’

 Short answer, e.g. ‘What does the bear eat?’

 Open-ended answer, e.g. ‘Why did Lucy write the letter to 

her grandmother? Give two reasons’



Reading



Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling

Children taking Key Stage 1 SATs will sit two separate papers

in grammar, spelling and punctuation:

 Paper 1: a 20-word spelling test taking approximately 15

minutes and worth 10 marks.

 Paper 2: a grammar, punctuation and vocabulary test, in

two sections of around 10 minutes each (with a break

between, if necessary), worth 20 marks. This will involve a

mixture of selecting the right answers e.g. through

multiple choice and writing short answers.



Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling



Maths

The new Key Stage 1 Maths test will comprise two papers:

 Paper 1: arithmetic, worth 25 marks and taking around 15

minutes

 Paper 2: mathematical fluency, problem-solving and

reasoning, worth 35 marks and taking 35 minutes, with a

break if necessary. There will be a variety of question

types: multiple choice, matching, true/false, constrained

(e.g. completing a chart or table; drawing a shape) and

less constrained (e.g. where children have to show or

explain their method)

 Children will not be able to use any tools such as

calculators or number lines



Maths

The tests will cover:

 Using and applying Maths

 Counting and using number facts

 Calculating

 Understanding shape

 Measure

 Handling data



Maths



Writing

 This is based on teacher assessment that is ongoing

throughout the year. It is an assessment of their everyday

standard in class.

 It covers all genres of writing.

 It will be judged against the Interim Assessment

Framework.



Administration of the tests

 Flexible timing – we’re not restricted to a time table as

occurs in Key Stage 2 but can decide when is the best time

to test.

 Tasks and tests are incorporated into normal classroom

procedures.

 They do not require additional staff.

 Teachers must continue to maintain the rigour of the

assessment as they help to ensure a national standard.



Reporting to parents

 Your child will be given a scaled score for each test they 
undertake.

 The expectation for an average pupil will be 100.

 The information will be sent out to parents with the 
annual report in July.



Teacher assessment is also used in Science.

This is judged using the Interim Assessment Framework issued 

by the Department for Education. It assesses two areas.

Working scientifically

The pupil can: 

 ask their own questions about what they notice

 use different types of scientific enquiry to gather and record data, to answer 

questions including: 

 observing changes over time

 noticing similarities, differences and patterns

 grouping and classifying things

 carrying out simple comparative tests

 finding things out using secondary sources of information

 use appropriate scientific language from the national curriculum to communicate 

their ideas in a variety of ways, what they do and what they find out. 

Science



Scientific Knowledge

The pupil can:

 name and locate parts of the human body, including those related to the senses, and

 describe the importance of exercise, balanced diet and hygiene for humans observing

changes over time

 describe the basic needs of animals for survival and the main changes as young animals,

including humans, grow into adults

 describe basic needs of plants for survival and the impact of changing these and the main

changes as seeds and bulbs grow into mature plants

 identify whether things are alive, dead or have never lived

 describe and compare the observable features of animals from a range of groups

 group animals according to what they eat, describe how animals get their food from

other animals and/or from plants, and use simple food chains to describe these

relationships

 describe seasonal changes

 name different plants and animals and describe how they are suited to different habitats

 use their knowledge and understanding of the properties of materials, to distinguish

objects from materials, identify and group everyday materials, and compare their

suitability for different uses

Science



What can you do at home?

 Continue with reading and asking questions about the story

 Encourage the children to read ‘unseen’ texts

 Make number problems a part of every day life

 Good attendance

 Plenty of sleep!


