
Curriculum Intent Music 
Music is a universal language that embodies one of the highest forms of creativity. As pupils progress, they should 

develop a critical engagement with music, allowing them to compose, and to listen with discrimination to the best in 

the musical canon. (The National Curriculum) Music teaching at Bledlow Ridge School aims to follow the specifications 

of the National Curriculum; providing a broad, balanced and differentiated curriculum and ensuring the progressive 

development of musical concepts, knowledge and skills. At Bledlow Ridge School we believe that music plays an 

integral role in helping children to feel part of a community, therefore we provide opportunities for all children to 

create, play, perform and enjoy music both in class and to an audience. Through assemblies and key stage 

performances, children showcase their talent and their understanding of performing with awareness of others. Lessons 

enable children to develop their skills, appreciate a wide variety of music and begin to appraise a range of musical 

genres. At Bledlow Ridge School we use Music Express to deliver lessons ensuring development and prtogression in the 

key aspects of Music learning. We supplement our planning with BBC 10 Pieces which gives the children in KS2 an 

opportunity for extended composition and critical evaluation of their work. 

Overview of EYFS Provision 

In Early years, children have access to, and are exposed to, music every half term through the use 

of chants, songs, rhymes, musical instruments in the provision and as taught as part of their ‘theme’ when 

applicable. The  children look at a different genre of music each term covering a range of periods. 

In the EYFS, music is experienced primarily through the Expressive Arts and Design elements of the 

curriculum. However, we believe music has links across the whole of the EYFS. A curriculum rooted in rhythm, 

spoken language and singing (including Makaton songs)  will develop children's language and social skills, and 

one which finds enjoyment in pattern will develop mathematical awareness.



Exploring sounds.

Exploring duration.
Rehearsal and 
performance of Christmas 
play.

Exploring pulse and 
rhythm.

Exploring pitch.

Exploring instruments and 
symbols. 

Exploring timbre, tempo 
and dynamics.

Exploring pitch (linked to
BBC 10 Pieces Lark 
Ascending – Ralph 
Vaughan - 1914 )

Exploring instruments and 
symbols (graphical score).

Exploring timbre, tempo 
and dynamics.

Exploring sounds. 
(linked to BBC 10 
Pieces No Place Like 
Kerry Andrew 2017)

Exploring rhythmic patterns. 
Rehearsal and performance of 
Harvest Festival.

Exploring arrangements. 
(linked to BBC 10 Pieces 
Mars – Holst 1914)
Christmas carol performance

Exploring descriptive
sounds (linked to BBC 10 
Pieces Hall of the 
Mountain King – Edvard 
Grieg -1875)

Exploring signals . 

Music planning:

Music Express scheme 
of work with BBC 10 
Pieces.

Exploring sounds and 
colours. (Linked to BBC 10 
Pieces Anthology of 
Fantastic Zoology –Bates 
- 2015)

Exploring singing games

Exploring Rhythmic 
patterns (linked to 
Egyptian Musical 
contexts planning.)

Exploring pentatonic scales

Exploring descriptive sounds 
and rehearsal and 
performance of Harvest 
Festival. 

Exploring arrangements.
(Linked to BBC 10 Pieces 
Firebird – Stravinsky 1910)

Roundabout- exploring 
rounds

Journeys - exploring sounds 
sources (linked to BBC 10 
Pieces Ride of the 
Valkyries
Richard Wagner
1851) 

Songwriter - exploring 

lyrics and melody

Cyclic patterns - exploring 
rhythm and pulse (linked 
to BBC 10 Pieces 
‘Connect It’ - Anna 
Meredith) 

Stars, Hide your fires -
performing together 
(linked to Easter 
performance)

Who knows? - exploring 
musical processes

Who knows? Exploring 
musical processes  (linked 
to BBC 10 Pieces 
Rondeau Abdelazer –
Henry Purcell - 1695)

Exploring Rounds
Carol for the Christmas 
concert

Journey - exploring sound 

sources (Linked to BBC 10 

pieces Vivaldi ‘Winter’ )

Cyclic Patterns - rhythm 

and pulse

Songwriter - exploring 
lyrics and melody

Stars, Hide your Fires -
(linked to End of term 
performance.)

Exploring duration.

Exploring pulse and 
rhythm. 
Rehearsal and 
performance of the 
Christmas play.

Bledlow Ridge Curriculum Road Map-Music

Year 
One

Year 
Two

Year 
Three

Year 
Four

Year 
Six

Year 
Five

Exploring melodies and 
scales.

Exploring sounds and 
colour.



National Curriculum Key Stage 1



Year 1 

Sounds



Duration 



Pulse and 

Rhythm



Pitch



Instruments, 

symbols



Tembre, tempo, 

dynamics



Year 2 

Duration



Pulse rhythm



BB                                                                               Pitch BBC 10 

Pieces Lark Ascending



Instruments 

& symbols



Tembre, tempo, 

dynamics



Sounds BBC 

10 Pieces No Place Like



National Curriculum Key Stage 2



Year 3 

descriptive Sounds



Arrangements The 

Firebird BBC 10 Pieces



Rhythmic 

patterns Egyptian Music Project



Pentatonic 

Scales



Sounds and colours BBC 

10 Pieces Fantastic 

Zoology



Singing 

games



Year 4 

Rhythmic patterns 



Arrangements 

BBC 10 Pieces 

Mars Holst



Melodies and scales



Sounds and colours



Descriptive sound 

Hall of the Mountain King



Signals



Year 5 

Roundabout



Journeys 

Ride of the                           

Valkyries



Songwriter



Cyclic Patterns 

BBC 10 Pieces Connect It



Hide 

your fires



Who 

knows 



Year 6 

Who knows  Rondeau Abdelazer



Roundabout



Journey BBC 

10 Pieces 

Vivaldi Winter



Cyclic 

patterns



Songwriter



Stars hide 

your fires


